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MEETING SUMMARY 
STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING #2 
Wilmette Public Library Landscape Master Plan 
December 11, 2017 | 3pm 
Wilmette Public Library, 1242 Wilmette Ave, Wilmette, IL  

 
 

The following summarizes comments gathered during the Steering Committee Meeting. This meeting 
took place December 11th, 2017 at 3:00 pm at the Wilmette Public Library. The meeting agenda, sign-in 
sheet and other meeting materials are attached to this summary. 

Teska presented a Preliminary Landscape Master Plan as a projector style presentation. Presentation 
topics and discussion items are described below: 

LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES 

1. The group generally agreed with the strategies set forth in the presentation. 

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY TREATMENTS 

2. Plantings along the alleyway should be shrub plantings that are salt and urban tolerant and will 
not extend into the alleyway. 

3. Teska has initiated discussions with Pace regarding replacement and relocation of the existing 
bus shelter. Further discussion with Pace will be required to determine the details regarding the 
shelter improvements. 

4. Teska has initiated discussions with the Village regarding public right of way improvements, 
including sidewalk repair, street tree plantings, bike racks and litter receptacles. Regarding 
Village programs that replace street trees and concrete sidewalk repair, the committee 
indicated a preference to construct improvements in the public right of way as part of the 
overall landscape improvement plan, rather than wait for Village funding to come available for 
certain improvements. Right of way improvements will require permitting with the Village. 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING #2
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DONOR PLAQUES 

1. Teska has catalogued the donor plaques throughout the library landscape. Library staff has 
indicated they will be reaching out to donor families to coordinate potential relocation of these 
items. 

BIKE RACKS 

1. The committee indicated a preference for Option 1, Loop Bike Rack, Landscape Forms.  
2. A bike repair station was requested 

LITTER RECEPTACLES 

1. The committee indicated a preference for Option 2, Poe Receptacles, Landscape Forms. 
2. Litter and recycling receptacles were requested. 

GREAT LAWN/ENTRY PLAZA 

1. The committee indicated a preference for the following items as a preferred concept: 
a. Curved bench / library sign from option 1 
b. Flagpole location from option 2 
c. Sculpture relocation from option 2 
d. Great lawn layout from option 2 with accommodations for movable tables and chairs. 
e. The committee indicated some interest in a snowmelt system to minimize winter 

maintenance and maximize safety. 

ADVENTURE WALK 

1. The committee indicated a preference for the adventure walk to include the following elements: 
a. ADA accessible walkway, the group indicated a preference for the 4’ wide weathered 

edge bluestone walk 
b. Seating areas 
c. Landscape planting areas / butterfly gardens 
d. Interpretive areas, including signage 

SIGNAGE 

1. The committee indicated a preference for the curved bench/library sign 
2. A preference was indicated to sign “Library” instead of “Wilmette Public Library” 

NEXT STEPS 

1. Based on input gathered, Teska will produce a final concept plan. The plan will be supported by 
construction costs. The plan materials will be provided to staff and committee via email. 

2. Following staff approval, the concept plan materials will be made available to the Library for 
public viewing. Public viewing will be accommodated via the Library’s preexisting digital 
platforms and as large format exhibit boards in the Library lobby. 

3. The next committee meeting is scheduled January 17 at 3pm 

Encl: sign in sheet, meeting agenda, presentation 
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Option 1

Option 2
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Option 3
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PUBLIC INPUT RESULTS



WILMETTE PUBLIC LIBRARY LANDSCAPE MASTER PLANPG  |  42



PG  |  43WILMETTE PUBLIC LIBRARY LANDSCAPE MASTER PLAN



WILMETTE PUBLIC LIBRARY LANDSCAPE MASTER PLANPG  |  44

 

Teska Associates 

Wilmette Library 

Public Input Comments 

              

Individual Comments: 

1. Yes- Keep up the good seating, maybe a few more benches 
2. Birds next in the tree where the statue would be moved. It’s also the only shady area 

where people can tie their dogs up in summer. Don’t disturb the butterfly garden.  
3. Do you have to lose the flowering tree when you move the statue? Can’t you keep the 

tree and have the statue underneath?  
4. More parking lots please! 
5. Get solar panels and use native plants for new plantings. 
6. Perimeter plantings north of parking lot desired, however keep small walkway section 

for those who park north of the parking lot. Parking spots, of course, are at a premium. 
Butterfly garden variety  excellent. Interactive spaces and clustered seating pebbles 
are only useful seasonally. Keep open lawn as much as possible. Avoid Linden trees or 
trees that discourage birds, insects, wildlife or gives off rotten smelling seeds. Use 
upright shrubs plantings lining sidewalks. Juniper bushes good choice. 

7. More sitting areas and fruit trees. Lose the parking islands 
8. Open Lawn 
9. What a waste of taxpayer $$. 
10. How about a play area for kids? Something simple. 

 

Overall Themes: 

1. Support for utilization and increased number of seating areas. 
2. Desire to keep ornamental tree near building. 
3. Support for using native plantings including trees, shrubs, and perennials.  
4. Desire to keep same number of parking spots. 
5. Support for keeping open lawn as large as possible. 
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COMMITTEE MEETING #3
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COMMITTEE WORKSHOP #4

Wilmette Public Library 

Meeting 03/07/2019 

Teska Associates 

 

Must Have List: 

Front Entrance Walks; 

Open Lawn; 

Butterfly Garden Area; 

Modified garden walk. 

 

Keep, but alter: 

Building mounted sign and free standing sign – Teska will prepare renderings to help the Board evaluate 
the placement of sign copy and logo on the building wall vs. the free standing sign.  

Sign copy: “Wilmette Public Library” text instead of just “Library;” 

Alley- Low shrubs and grasses, 3’ ht max 

Bike Racks- standard U shape rack 

Bollard- use Annapolis LF model; 

Benches in original ellipse- benches with backs; 

 

New Additional Items: 

Bike Repair Station; 
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Bid Alternate: 

Sidewalk Heating System; 

Maze Trees; 

Wall Trellis; 

Garden walk cost between bluestone and concrete; 

 

Omit: 

Pergola  

Bluestone Path north of first emergency exit door 

Seating area north of first emergency exit door 

Windchimes 

Movie Screen 

 

Later Coordination Items: 

Murals – community based art program 

 



PG  |  57WILMETTE PUBLIC LIBRARY LANDSCAPE MASTER PLAN



WILMETTE PUBLIC LIBRARY LANDSCAPE MASTER PLANPG  |  58

W
ilm

et
te

 P
ub

lic
 L

ib
ra

ry
 - 

A
lte

rn
at

e 
Pr

od
uc

ts
La

nd
sc

ap
e 

M
as

te
r P

la
n

4b

S
IT

E
 F

U
R

N
IS

H
IN

G
S

P
A

V
IN

G

IN
T

E
R

A
C

T
IV

E

S
E

A
T

IN
G

S
IG

N
A

G
E

Bi
ke

 R
ac

k

Jo
in

te
d 

Co
nc

re
te

M
ov

ab
le

 T
ab

le
s 

an
d 

Ch
ai

rs
Be

nc
h

Se
at

in
g 

Pe
bb

le
s

Bu
tt

er
fly

 G
ar

de
n

W
el

co
m

e 
Si

gn
- M

as
on

ry
 P

la
nt

er
, M

ou
nt

ed
 A

lu
m

in
um

 L
et

te
rs

In
te

rp
re

tiv
e 

Si
gn

Tr
as

h 
Re

ce
pt

ac
le

Li
gh

te
d 

Bo
lla

rd

M
ar

ch
 2

01
8



PG  |  59WILMETTE PUBLIC LIBRARY LANDSCAPE MASTER PLAN

FINAL APPROVED PLAN
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